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Tommasi has done a fantastic job of creating two unique
styles under the umbrella of one brand. 
The traditional Amarone and more modern Amarone
Riserva Ca' Florian remain benchmarks of the region,
showcasing the house's classic approach. 
However, the De Buris lineup, which includes an Amarone
and a Valpolicella, has exceeded my expectations. 
The De Buris wines hail from the 2.4-hectare La Groletta
vineyard. Its limestone-rich soils yield standout wines in a
savory, gastronomic style. 
The Amarone is aged for an extended period of five years in
Slavonian oak casks and then in bottle, with the 2013 as the
current release. 
In addition, the 2019 Valpolicella De Buris is a fantastic
follow-up after the inaugural release of the 2017. 

The best part is that consumers don’t need to pay for the
prestige-level De Buris or even the house Amarone to enjoy
the Tommasi style—even the value-oriented Valpolicella
Classico Superiore Rafaèl and Ripasso overdeliver in nearly
every vintage.
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The 2016 Amarone della Valpolicella Classico 
Ca' Florian wafts up with airy freshness,
blending dried strawberries, cedar shavings,
tangerine, and clove. 
It's elegant in style, with textures of pure silk
as polished red berry fruits are carried by
cooling acidity. 
A tactile mineral crunch informs the close.
Exceptionally long and structured for the
cellar, it leaves a tart saturation of black
raspberry and citrus to pinch at the cheeks.

96 
POINTS

CA’ FLORIAN
AMARONE  
DELLA VALPOLICELLA
CLASSICO DOCG
RISERVA

2 0 1 6



94 
POINTS

AMARONE
DELLA VALPOLICELLA
CLASSICO 
DOCG

2 0 2 0

The 2020 Amarone della Valpolicella Classico wafts up
with a rich blend of cherry sauce and dusty sage,
elevated by nuances of cocoa and split pine. 
It is soothingly round yet lifted in feel, with crisp red
berry fruits offset by a bitter tinge of dark chocolate.
The finish is structured and long yet fresh, leaving a tart
wild berry saturation that adds a chewy sensation as a
resonance of clove fades slowly.



91 
POINTS

RIPASSO
VALPOLICELLA
CLASSICO
SUPERIORE DOC

2 0 2 1

The 2021 Valpolicella Classico Superiore Ripasso is
distinctly savory. 
A whiff of dried herbs and citrus peels gives way to
crushed blackberries. It is round and supple, with
silken textures and ripe red berry fruits that slowly
saturate. The 2021 tapers off spicy and incredibly
long, with hints of dark chocolate adding a
pleasantly bitter bite.



92
POINTS

RAFAÈL
VALPOLICELLA
CLASSICO SUPERIORE
DOC

2 0 2 2

The 2022 Valpolicella Classico Superiore Rafaèl wafts up
with an inviting bouquet of fresh violets and lavender,
giving way to blood orange and tart cherries. Cool-toned
in feel, it has silky textures and polished red berry fruits
that sweep across the palate, leaving a subtle mineral
inflection toward the close. A saline sensation leaves the
mouth watering for more as a slight tinge of citrus
maintains freshness.



93
POINTS

LE FORNACI
LUGANA
DOC
RISERVA

2 0 2 2

The 2022 Lugana Riserva Le Fornaci is pleasantly rich
yet lively, with a whiff of sweet spice and lemon sorbet
giving way to white peach. It smooths over the palate
with mineral-infused orchard fruit and minty herbal
tones as hints of sour citrus add cheek-pinching tension
toward the close. It finishes long, leaving zesty lime and
a salty sensation that lingers. The 2022 vintage imparts
Le Fornaci with another dimension of fruit, taking it to
a whole new level of contrast.



90
POINTS

LE FORNACI
LUGANA 
DOC

2 0 2 4

The 2024 Lugana Le Fornaci bursts from the glass with a
pungent array of tropical citrus and florals
complementing green melon. It entices with its fruit-
forward personality, nicely offset by a tinge of sour
lemon and salty minerals. The 2024 leaves the palate
completely reset and aching for another sip as nuances
of mint slowly fade.



97
POINTS

AMARONE
DELLA VALPOLICELLA
CLASSICO DOCG
RISERVA

2 0 1 3

More savory than sweet, the 2013 Amarone della
Valpolicella de Buris captivates with an array of dusty
sage, rosemary, spiced orange peels and dried cherries
lifted by hints of camphor. Cool-toned and classic in
feel, it swirls across the palate with citrus-laced
wildberry fruits and salty mineral tones, all supported
by brisk acidity. It tapers off with gobs of tension, long
and staining, leaving grippy tannins and a sour
blackberry twang that keeps the mouth salivating for
more. A classic in the making.



96
POINTS

AMARONE
DELLA VALPOLICELLA
CLASSICO DOCG
RISERVA

2 0 1 1

Darker and richer than the 2013 placed beside it, the 2011
Amarone della Valpolicella de Buris smolders with
depths of crushed black cherries, cocoa powder, blood
orange and sweet pipe tobacco. It is seductively silken,
nearly fleshy in feel, with masses of tart red berry fruit
and zesty acidity to balance. Opulent yet expertly
balanced, the 2011 finishes with dramatic length, leaving
a web of fine-grained tannins and a bite of sour citrus.
Beautifully done.



94
POINTS

VALPOLICELLA
CLASSICO
SUPERIORE
DOC

2 0 1 9

The 2019 Valpolicella Classico Superiore de Buris is
hauntingly dark. It wafts up with a blend of sweet herbs
and spices complementing dried black cherries and hints
of cedar that emerge over time. More savory than sweet,
it coasts across the palate with mineral-infused red and
black fruits offset by a twang of sour citrus. This wine
displays amazing length and concentration through the
long, tension-filled finale as a twang of tart blackberry
curls the tongue.


